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Minister Sisulu’s
anti-corruption
efforts should be
commendeo

indiwe Sisulu is only a year

into office as Minister of Hu-

man Settlements, Water and
Sanitation. Since her appecintment,
she has set her sight on fuming
the department around.

When Minister Sisulu fook fo
office in her new role, she made
a commitment to clean up the
Department of Water and Sanita-
tion and stabilise all the water
boards that work directly with
municipalities through the supply
of bulk water. She reiterated this
commitment during her Budget
Vote in July.

Some of the inferventions Minis-
fer Sisulu infroduced included es-
tablishing a Stabilisation Commit-
fee to provide advisory services to
her and to assist the department’s
directorgeneral with professional
capacity in various disciplines.

The committee has since accel
erated investigations info matters
related fo maladministration,
fraud and corruption and miscon-
duct, and worked on improving
findings of audits by the Audifor
General (A-G).

It is worth noting that the de-
partment aftained an unqualified
audit outcome for the 2018/19
financial year. During a recent
media briefing, Minister Sisulu out-
lined efforts to root out corruption
by senior officials in the depart-
ment and its entities.

She said that from 1 April 2012
to 31 September 2019, 249 re-
ported cases were investigated.
Of these, 139 were referred for
disciplinary action.

Following the disciplinary cases,
86 officials were found guilty
while 14 officials were not found
guilty. The Minister also has ap-
poinfed Advocate Terry Motfau
to lead a team of lawyers to
review all fraud, corruption and
irregular expenditure reports at
the department and ensure that
all recommendations are fully
implemented.

This follows reports that more
than R16 billion worth of projects
were issued irregularly, including
corruption and fraud by officials
in the department and its entities.

These are just some of the efforts
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by the Minister to roof out cor
ruption at the department, amid
a number of negative reports
casting doubt on her capacity to
bring about positive change in
the water and sanitation sector.

The negative media reports
are an unfortfunate disfraction
from what needs to be done to
accelerate the provision of water,
especially now as the globail
community is at the mercy of the
coronavirus pandemic.,

As President Ramaphosa said
when addressing the nation on
13 May 2020, we need to come
together and embrace change.
Change in this regard is meant to
restore the dignity of the most im-
poverished in the country, through
the supply of proper sanitation
and clean water.

For the sake of cur country, let
us put politics aside and enable
Minister Sisulu to do what she
was appointed fo do, which is fo
ensure that the country’s water
resources are protected, man-
aged, conserved and controlled
in a manner suitable to benefit
the environment and all citizens
of the country.

We should not praise a fish for
swimming, what we should do is
to commend a captain for saving
a sinking ship. ©

*Lebogang Maseko works for the Department
of Water and Sanitation.

This material has been copied under a Not Selected licence and is not for resale or retransmission.




